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SARAJEVO CHAMBER MUSIC FESTIVAL 2013
Sarajevo, Bosnia & Herzegovina
26 august – 4. september 2013.
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2

	
  

INTRODUCTION:
The Sarajevo Chamber Music Festival once again took place in the Bosnian capital,
from August 26 until September 4, 2013. Even though it was only organized for the third
time, this musical event, which was established as a collaborative effort between the
Academy of Music and the prestigious Manhattan String Quartet, SCMF has become not
only the most prestigious festivals of chamber music in the region, but also one of the most
significant events in the cultural calendar of Sarajevo and Bosnia and Herzegovina. After a
very successful second edition in 2012, last year the organizers have definitely proven that
chamber music does have an audience in Bosnia and Herzegovina, and have managed to bring
some of the best performers from the domain of classical music.

Full house at the OS BiH at the opening SCMF, August 28, 2013

The message of this year’s Festival was in direct harmony with the social context and
developments in Bosnian cultural reality. The word “breathe” made its way through all of the
segments of the festival promotion like a proverb, with its visual identity-telling us that in a
time of pervasive crisis and a time of ignoring the fundamental spiritual values there is only a
bit of air left for the arts and classical music in Bosnian culture. To organize a festival of
classical music in a city in which the fundamental cultural institutions, such as museums and
galleries, are being closed would be called a brave deed at best. However, it has prevailed
because of our very capable American-Bosnian organizational team consisted of artists,
lecturers, and professors and students of the Academy of Music making it possible for the
people of Sarajevo to enjoy masterful performances completely free of cost.

3

	
  

PROGRAMME OF THE FESTIVAL:
A full concert hall eight times in a row. That kind of turnout has testified that there is
a number of devotees to classical music in Sarajevo This year’s Festival focused on the
chamber opi of two musical giants-Vienna’s genius Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart and a German
from the romantic era, Johannes Brahms. On this occasion, the audience has seen some of
their most valuable and most technically demanding works. This year, along with the
Manhattan String Quartet, many renowned artists played whose performances were
characterized as exquisite artistic events, which has once again confirmed the value of this
festival not just in the regional, but the European spectrum.

The concert hall remained full until the last day of the festival
And the list of names of artists who have treated the audience of this year’s SCMF
with their performances spoke for itself. In addition to the resident Manhattan String
Quartet, a Swiss viola player, Lech Antonio Uszynski who is a member of the prestigious
Stradivari Quartet and proud owner of one of the nine remaining Stradivari violas played at
the opening performance of the festival. On the second night of the festival, the Quartet
performed carefully selected works of Mozart, Brahms and Bartók.

The first concert SCMF 2013: Manhattan String Quartet and Lech Antonio Uszynski, August 28, 2013
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Historical recital of Christopher Taylor, August 30, 2013
The third night of the Festival may have been one of the most important dates in our
concert calendar. After last year’s memorable performance, Christopher Taylor, one of the
most acclaimed American pianists, took the stage again with his already famous performance
of Olivier Messiaen’s “Vingt regrads sur l’enfant-Jésus” with which he not only won over the
audience, but showd it while he holds a status of one of the best in the world. Taylor
showed superior technique and unique artistic presentation of this work that left the
audience astonished. A performance which motivated the American media to award Taylor
phrases like “scary talented” and “leading American pianist of his generation” made all of the
people present feel lucky that they were there.

Standing ovations after Christopher Taylor’s performance, August 30, 2013
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This year’s festival was an opportunity for cooperation between Bosnian performers,
who are also professors at the Academy of Music, which was accomplisehd by a joint
concert of the Manhattan String Quartet, flute player Sakib Lačević, clarinetist Vedran Tuce
and pianist Nihad Krečo. This concert has shown that real art doesn’t know geographical
barriers, and that everything is possible when it is used as a means of communication.
On the next festival night, Cihat Aşkin, one of the most renowned violinists of
Turkey performed along with Christopher Taylor and produced a virtuoso recital with some
of the most important Mozart and Brahms works written for violin and piano.
On the penultimate night of the festival, Dino Mulić, one of the best Bosnian pianists
and a doctoral student of Christopher Taylor, presented himself to the audience with works
by Joseph Haydn, Johann Sebastian Bach, Albano Berg and Sergei Rachmaninoff. His concert
showed high expression of sophistication and exceptional artistic development in recent
years, which our audience was waiting to hear and has showed it the crowded concert hall.

Manhattan String Quartet and Bosnian musicians Sakib Lačević, Nihad Krečo, Vedran Tuce, August
31, 2013
Dino Mulić’s recital, September 3, 2013
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Musical encounter of violinist Cihat Aşkin and Christopher Taylor, September 1, 2013
The Festival was ceremoniously closed with performances by the Manhattan String
Quartet, Christopher Taylor and Stanley Drucker who built his sixty year long career as
the first clarinetist of the New York Philharmonic, and thus was immortalized in the
Guiness Book of World Records as a clarinet player with the most long lasting career.
Upon finishing the Brahms Piano Quintet in G Minor ,they received standing ovations
which seemed to have lasted for ten minutes. That was definitely a harbinger for the
bright future of the Sarajevo Chamber Music Festival.
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The people who accounted for the organization of the festival, apart from the
members of the Quartet, were professors and students from the Academy of Music of
Sarajevo with an addition of a couple of young volunteers. The most immediate management
consisted of: Chris Finckel & Dino Mulić, the co-directors of the Festival, the Dean of the
Academy of Music Dr. Ivan Čavlović, Amila Ramović, SCMF Executive Drector, Calvin
Wiersma, Belma Alić as the coordinators of the Chamber Music Institute. The young
organizational team consisted of: Marija Bajo, Senka Hodžić, Esma Sulejmanagić, Miron
Konjević, Ivana Vučićević, Berina Čopra, Andrea Andrle, Alisa Sokolović, Amina
Bajraktarević, Jasmin Salihović, Ajdin Mulabdić, Hana Kulenović, Aleksandra Mirnić, Filip Šarić
& Josip Bajo.

Management of the festival, Manhattan String Quartet i Christopher Taylor
Organized at a time of the crewless financial fight for survival in which it is implied
that culture as a luxury needs to cede its place to some “useful and more necessary things”,
the Sarajevo Chamber Music Festival 2013 has shown that culture is not just a pastime, yet a
pressing need for the contemporary Bosnian man. That being said, a base has been created
for not one, but many more festival editions. The Festival has confirmed that an audience
which supports classical music does exist in Bosnia and its region. And that the B&H cultural
scene desperately needs a bottle of oxygen in this cultural vacuum in lives in, until it comes
and revives the society with the purest breath of exquisite art.
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CONCERTS AND ARTISTS

At the SCMF 2013 in Sarajevo the artists presented to the audience were:
Manhattan String Quartet, founding resident ensemble (USA)
Cihat Askin, violin (Turkey)
Stanley Drucker, clarinet (USA)
Nihad Krečo, piano (B&H)
Sakib Lačević, flute (B&H)
Dino Mulić, piano (B&H)
Christopher Taylor, piano (USA)
Vedran Tuce, clarinet (B&H)
Lech Antonio Uszynski, viola (Switzerland)
The focus of this year's festival program were chamber works by Johannes Brahms and
Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart, which, along with works of other composers, were performed
in eight concerts that were held in the house of the Armed Forces and in the hall of the
Academy of Music.

Schedule of the concerts:
Wednesday, August 28, 2013, 19.30
MOZART, BRAHMS
Lech Antonio Uszynski, viola
Manhattan String Quartet
Thursday, August 29, 2013, 19.30
HAYDN, BRAHMS, BARTÓK
Manhattan String Quartet
Friday, August 30, 2013, 19.30
MESSIAEN
Christopher Taylor, piano
Subota, August 31, 2013, 19.30
MOZART, BRAHMS, STRAVINSKY
Manhattan String Quartet
& Academy of Music Sarajevo
Manhattan String Quartet
Nihad Krečo, piano
Sakib Lačević, flute
Vedran Tuce, clarinet

Sunday, September 1, 2013, 19.30
MOZART, BRAHMS
Cihat Aşkin, violin
Christopher Taylor, piano
Monday, September 2, 2013, 19.30
Koncert učesnika SCMF Instituta
Tuesday, September 3, 2013, 19.30

BACH, HAYDN,
RACHMANINOFF, BERG
Dino Mulić, piano
Wednesday, September 4, 2013, 19.30
BRAHMS
Manhattan String Quartet
Stanley Drucker, clarinet
Christopher Taylor, piano
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SARAJEVO CHAMBER MUSIC INSTITUTE 2013

Students and lecturers of the Sarajevo Chamber Music Institute master classes 2013
Within the concert program and the master classes for students from various
music academies of our region, the members of the Manhattan String Quartet and other
artists who were participants of the festival taught 55 young musicians, and guided them
through the secrets of success in the performing arts under the Chamber Music Institute.
Because of that, in the time period in which the festival lasted Sarajevo was a gathering
ground for the best young musicians of our region. Along with the lecturers
aforementioned, there were two other: Belma Alić, a Bosnian cellist, and American
violinist Deborah Wong. Their efforts were crowned with an extraordinary concert by
participants of the Institute on September 2, in the hall of the Music Academy in Sarajevo,
which was filled to capacity with a delighted audience.
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Students and lecturers of the Sarajevo Chamber Music Institute master classes 2013
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Educational activities of the Sarajevo Chamber Music Festival were merged under the name
of the Sarajevo Chamber Music Institute. The master classes were held at the Academy of
Music. After a two-month lasting contest, the best students were chosen. All in all, there
were fifty five of them chosen from the Music Academies in Sarajevo, East Sarajevo, Mostar,
Banja Luka, Zagreb, Novi Sad, Split, Belgrade and Graz. They all worked in ensembles that
were formed between them and presented their work on September 2, in the concert hall
of the Sarajevo Academy of Music.
Calvin Wiersma, coordinator of the master classes noted: “The idea of the Sarajevo
Chamber Music Institute was based on the belief that when people make music together,
they can create new and fantastic situations. They can be life changing, misconceptions can
disappear, we can build new bridges and form new guidelines. We have dedicated our lives
to this principle, and for the same to happen here, we expect of you to invest your energy,
effort and intellect into the next ten days. Is this too much to ask? The music, the idea, the
principle-they deserve nothing less than that. We look forward to working with such a
talented and diverse group of students, and to the fact that we get to share our love toward
chamber music with you. We hope that, with joint efforts, we can create a week full of hard
work, beauty and harmony, and that we learn how to speak the universal language of music
more convincingly. That’s what we do, that’s what we strive to become”

Student diploma SCMI 2013
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LECTURERS OF THE SARAJEVO CHAMBER MUSIC INSTITUTE 2013

Manhattan String Quartet (USA)
&
Belma Alic, cello (BiH)
Cihat Askin, violin (Turkey)
Stanley Drucker, clarinet (USA)
Dino Mulić, piano (BiH)
Christopher Taylor, piano (USA)
Deborah Wong, violin (USA)
Lech Antonio Uszynski, viola (Switzerland)

PARTICIPANTS OF THE SARAJEVO CHAMBER MUSIC INSTITUTE 2013
Violin
Adnan Buljušmić, Academy of Music, Sarajevo
Adnan Handanagić, Academy of Music, Sarajevo
Alma Dizdar, Academy of Music, Sarajevo
Aljoša Šolak, Academy of the Arts, Banja Luka
Amra Vojvodić, Academy of Music, Sarajevo
Anamarija Marić, Academy of Music, Sarajevo
Anica Ištuk, Faculty of Musical Arts, Mostar
Ariana Škrinjar, Academy of Music, Zagreb
Asja Draganović, Academy of Music, East Sarajevo
Azra Dizdar, Academy of Music, Sarajevo
Džana Begović, Academy of Music, Sarajevo
Emina Džanović, Academy of Music, Sarajevo
Ilma Hodović, Academy of Music, Sarajevo
Jelena Aleksijadis, Academy of Music, East Sarajevo
Luka Jadrić, Academy of the Arts, Split
Marija Marković, Academy of Music, East Sarajevo
Melisa Karić, Academy of Music, Sarajevo
Milena Virijević, Universitätfür Musik und Darstellende Kunst, Graz
Samra Svraka, Academy of Music, Sarajevo
Sara Gadžun, Academy of Music, Sarajevo
Sonja Vojvodić, Academy of the Arts, Banja Luka
Tamara Arsovski, Academy of Music, Sarajevo
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Viola
Aida Dajić, Academy of Music, Sarajevo
Ana Pranjković, Academy of Music, East Sarajevo
Ana-Maria Pilj, Academy of Music, Sarajevo
Arpad Čibri, Academy of the Arts, Novi Sad
IldaKapić, Academy of Music, Sarajevo
Ivor Ivančić, Academy of the Arts, Split
Jelena Mitrović, Academy of the Arts, Novi Sad
Lazar Vinković, Academy of Music, Sarajevo
Muhamed Hrustanović, Academy of Music, Sarajevo
Petar Obradović, Faculty of Musical Arts, Belgrade
Violoncello
Adrian Ivičević, Academy of Music, Sarajevo
Ana Kopše, Universitätfür Musik und Darstellende Kunst, Graz
Anthony Havelka, Academy of the Arts, Split
Danijela Kos, Academy of the Arts, Split
Dijana Pelidija, Academy of Music, Sarajevo
Emanuel Pavon, Musical High School Vatroslav Lisinski, Bjelovar
Emil Zubčević, Academy of Music, Sarajevo
Isak Haračić, Academy of Music, Sarajevo
Lidija Paulin, Academy of the Arts, Banja Luka
Lucija Gregov, Academy of Music, Sarajevo
Mirna Lazić, Academy of the Arts, Split
Piano
DalilaKurtić, Academy of Music, Sarajevo
Jelena Nedeljković, Universität für Musik und Darstellende Kunst, Graz
Lejla Nurković, Academy of Music, Sarajevo
LejlaŠehić, Academy of Music, Sarajevo
Marija Martinović, Academy of Music, East Sarajevo
Sanja Martinović, Academy of Music, East Sarajevo
Sonja Marković, Academy of the Arts, Banja Luka
Suzana Sijarić, Academy of Music, Sarajevo
Clarinet
Neven Marinković, Academy of the Arts, Banja Luka
Flute
Nina Stamenković, Academy of Music, East Sarajevo
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INSTEAD OF A CONCLUSION

Sarajevo Chamber Music Festival, a joint project between the Academy of Music of Sarajevo
and the Manhattan String Quartet has outdone itself in all aspects, and has surpassed all
expectations. During all its eight concerts, the concert halls remained at capacity, and that is
proof that Bosnia and Sarajevo does have numerous devotees to art and classical music. The
artists managed to merge their energy with the endless energy of our culture hungry Bosnian
audience, and will thus be remembered for a long time, and with great expectation for 2014.

The concept of a festival that is free of charge has been realized thanks to the support of
partners and sponsors in the USA and BiH to which SCMF owes great gratitude.
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Sarajevo Chamber Music Festival 2013
Sarajevo, August 28 – September 4, 2013
Production
Academy of Music of Sarajevo
Manhattan String Quartet
Artistic Directors
Chris Finckel
Dino Mulić
Artistic advisor
Dr. Ivan Čavlović, Dean of the Academy of Music
Executive Director
Amila Ramović
Sarajevo Chamber Music Institute, Coordination
Calvin Wiersma, artistic coordinator
Belma Alić, artistic coordinator
Deborah Wong, artistic associate
Marija Bajo, associate for communication
Student organizational team
Berina Čopra, hospitality coordination
Senka Hodžić, coordination of communications
Miron Konjević, coordination of the concert program
Ivana Vučićević, coordination of the concert program
Jasmin Salihović, contributor to the organization
Alisa Sokolović, contributor to the organization
Esma Sulejmanagić, coordination of communications
Design of visual identity and communications
Ideologija Sarajevo

Photographer
Almin Zrno
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Sarajevo Chamber Music Festival
Headquarters
Sarajevo
Academy of Music
Josipa Stadlera 1
71000 Sarajevo
BiH
T/F: +387 33 444 896
E: scmf@mas.unsa.ba
www.mas.unsa.ba

New York
18 Boulder Place
Yonkers, NY 10705
USA
T/F: +1 914 772 8531
E: info@sarajevochambermusicfestival.org
www.sarajevochambermusicfestival.org

Facebook page: Sarajevo Chamber Music Festival
Facebook profile: Scmf Sarajevo
Twitter: SCMFSarajevo
Flickr: Sarajevo Chamber Music Festival
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